
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

September 26, 2017 

 

TO:  Chief School Administrators 

  Charter School and Renaissance School Project Leads 

    

FROM: Jeffrey B. Hauger, Ed.D., Director 

  Office of Assessments 

  Division of Talent and Performance 

 

SUBJECT: Update on New Jersey’s Procurement of New Science Assessments  

 

The New Jersey Department of Education (NJDOE) is in the final phase of the state-required procurement 

process for the new science assessments that will be administered this school year. The NJDOE expects 

the procurement process to be finalized in the coming weeks, at which time the NJDOE will release 

detailed information and guidance for districts on the new science assessments.  

 

However, to assist school districts in preparation for such changes, the NJDOE can provide the following 

information at this time: 

 

 The new science assessments will be administered in spring 2018 and will be aligned to the New 

Jersey Student Learning Standards for Science, which all school districts were required to implement 

by the 2017-18 school year, as indicated in the NJDOE’s September 9, 2014 memo. 

 

 While the new science assessments will be computer-based tests including technology-enhanced 

items, it is not anticipated that districts will need to implement any significant infrastructure and 

technology upgrades to administer the tests. 

 

 The NJDOE is sensitive to the timing of the roll-out of the new assessments this year and, as a result, 

will not include the new science assessments as part of the state’s accountability for the 2017-18 school 

year under the New Jersey Quality Single Accountability Continuum (NJQSAC).  

 The science assessments will be administered in grades 5, 8 and 11. There will be no 4th-grade science 

assessment this school year. The grade 11 high school assessment will be a comprehensive science 

assessment rather than an end-of-course high school biology assessment. 

 

 

 

 

https://homeroom5.doe.state.nj.us/broadcasts/2014/SEP/09/11869/NGSS%20Transition.pdf


 

 

 

 The NJDOE is reaching out to educators with degrees in science to serve on Science Assessment 

Advisory Committees to ensure educators are working with the NJDOE throughout these transitions 

and are providing direct input regarding many aspects of the administration and implementation of the 

new assessments.  

 

As described above, once the procurement process is finalized, information and guidance about testing 

dates, procedures and other operational details will be released to districts.  

 

As a reminder, if you have any general assessment questions, please contact our office at (609) 984-

6311 or assessment@doe.state.nj.us.  

 

 
JBH/  

c:   Members, State Board of Education    

      Kimberley Harrington, Commissioner   

      Senior Staff      

      Donald Mitchell     

      Colleen Schulz-Eskow    

      Katherine Czehut 

 John Worthington 

 Executive County Superintendents 

 Comprehensive Support Network Directors 

 Executive County Business Officials 

 County Test Coordinators 

 Districts Test Coordinators 

 Directors of Special Education Services 

 Directors of College-Operated Programs 

 Directors of a State Facility 

 Directors of Approved Private Schools for Students with Disabilities 

 Statewide Parent Advocacy Network 

 NJ LEE Group 

 Garden State Coalition of Schools 
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